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But a deep lesson came to me that night, one I can
never forget/I stayed up with the fawn until two o'clock,
when I fell asleep. The deer appeared in a dream, and
spoke tome:
"You are holding rne back. Please let me go; let me
go!"
"All right/* I answered in the dream.
I awoke immediately, and cried out "Boys, the deer
is dying!" The children rushed to my side.
I ran to the corner of the room where I had placed the
pet. It made a last* effort to rise, stumbled toward me,
then dropped at my feet, dead.
According to the mass karma that guides and regulates
the destinies of animals, the deer's life was over, and it
uas ready to progress to a higher form. But by my deep
attachment, whicti I later realized was selfish, and by my
fervent prayers, I had been able to hold it in the limita-
tions of the animal form from which the soul was strug-
gling for release. The soul of the deer made its plea in a
dream because, without my loving permission, it either
would not or could not go* As soon as I agreed, it
departed
All sorrow left me; I realized anew that God wants His
children to love everything as a part of Him, and not to
feel delusively that death ends all. The ignorant man sees
only the insurmountable wall of death, hiding, seemingly
forever, his cherished friends. But the man of unattach-
ment, he who loves others as expressions of the Lord,
understands that at death the dear ones have only returned'
for a breathing space of joy in Him.
The Ranchi school grew from small and simple begin-
nings to an institution now well known in Bihar and
Bengal. Many departments of the school are supported
by voluntary contributions from those who rejoice in
perpetuating the educational ideals of the rishis. Flourish-
ing branch schools have been established in Midnapore
and Lakshmanpur.
The Ranchi headquarters maintains a Medical Depart-
ment for the poor of the province. The Vidydkaya has
made its mark, too, in competitive sports; and in the
scholastic field, where many Ranchi graduates have distin-
guished themselves in later university life.